cape town garden

Grand
design

TEXT AND PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE ALEXANDER

The magnificent views of the surrounding
mountains inspired this gardener to create
a tranquil space of untold beauty
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Who lives here
Winston and Wendy Floquet and
their water-loving golden retrievers,
Magnum and Luna.

The garden
Water Oak Farm covers five acres in
the heart of Constantia’s vineyards. It
has views up to the Constantiaberg and
across the Cape Flats to False Bay and
the Hottentots Holland Mountains.

E

ver since Wendy and Winston
Floquet built their house on a
Hanepoot vineyard, Wendy,
a hands-on gardener, has kept
a photographic record of the garden’s
development. The pictures reveal how she
gradually transformed bare ground into
the breathtaking garden it is today.
“The setting with its extraordinary
views is what makes it,” she says,
explaining how important it was to retain
the garden’s sense of place and to blend
it seamlessly with the neighbouring
vineyards and mountains. Inspired by the
location, she reflected the contours of the
hills in the shapes of the beds, borders
and plantings. 

The water
lily-covered pond fits seamlessly in with the
natural surroundings. Like all retrievers,
Luna can’t keep away from the water.
THIS PAGE FROM LEFT:
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WENDY’S GARDENING TIPS
Wendy feeds her garden with Natural Gardening Principles products and Talborne
Organics Vita 3:1:5 Fruit & Flower.
She has set up a worm farm in eight old apple crates. It’s fed with household
vegetable and garden waste and makes dense compost.
Garden waste is chipped and used as mulch.
As there are such vast expanses to fill, Wendy lifts and divides her plants and plants
them where they’re needed.

Like most gardeners, she started by
marking out the beds and borders with a
garden hose and from there it evolved. The
house now looks out on different sections
of the garden, while further away, paths
and broad sweeps of lawn lead through,
among others, an Italian-inspired meadow
garden with cypress and olive trees and

a newly developed ‘hot’ garden with its
dramatic plantings of cacti and succulents.
Wendy was assisted by Arlo Mitchell
of Greencube Landscapes and Gardens
who’d also helped her, after preparing the
garden for a wedding in 2009, to gradually
introduce new plants to supplement the
original trees and shrubs.

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFt: The sunny borders along this path to the
entrance of the house are planted with a mix of plants including white watsonias and
annuals for year-round interest. In the foreground is a bronze alstroemeria called ‘Indian
Summer’. A path of chipped bark meanders through the meadow garden to three
sculptured seats made by Gallant Stone. Ornamental grasses and seasonal annuals and
perennials like scabious were planted between fruiting olive trees. The semicircular lawn in
front of the house was kept simple to emphasise the view. A low Rhus crenata hedge borders
pride of Madeira, Echium candicans (syn. E. fastuosum), lavender and poppies in cool shades
of blue and purple. The simple bench was given to Winston by his children.
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The soil posed quite a challenge and
Wendy regrets not doing more to improve
its sticky, clay-like quality at the start.
“We also lost a lot of topsoil when the
land was levelled for the house,” she
explains. The soil was so bad in places
that at one stage the avenue of water oaks
up the drive, after which their home is
named, looked like bonsai.
The solution to this problem was to
dig 2m-wide trenches around each of
them and fill them with good soil and
compost. This was done by arborist
Willem Avenant, who then got to work
on shaping the trees.

Apart from having to work with
waterlogged clay, Wendy also has to
contend with the north-westerly winds
that limit what can be planted.
Plant selection has largely been a case
of trial and error. Water Oak Farm has
some English and European elements,
such as herbaceous borders and a rose
garden, but the many indigenous plants
give it a local flavour. “It started off as a
mostly fynbos garden,” says Wendy, “but
when the effect got too untidy, I changed
it.” The garden eventually became a mix
of exotic and indigenous, but is now
swinging back to indigenous. 

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP: The driveway, which features an avenue of
water oaks, is bordered in places with shrubs clipped into free-flowing shapes. In the rose
garden, roses are underplanted with groundcovers like the purple carpet geranium,
Geranium incanum, and yellow buttons, Cotula sericea.
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Benches made by Benchmark are
placed in vantage points like this one in the new Kirstenbosch-inspired section. There
are over 500 plant species in the garden including irises, red Barberton daisies, yellow
red-hot pokers and linaria. A secluded lookout offers views over the neighbouring
vineyards. The white-flowered groundcover is an indigenous camomile (Lasiospermum
bipinnatum). Tall indigenous watsonias and yellow pincushion proteas were planted
around the pavilion that overlooks the lower pond.
THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP left:

Filling vast expanses can also be
difficult, but as plants bulk up, they’re
lifted, divided and replanted elsewhere,
and when the Floquets buy plants, they
do it by the dozen.
Wendy has been inspired by gardens
she’s visited all over the world, including
the Royal Horticultural garden at Wisley
in Surrey and the Huntington Botanical
Gardens in Los Angeles. Kirstenbosch is
her favourite because she can relate to its
abundance of fynbos which grows on the
nearby mountain slopes.
Looking at the breathtaking garden
she’s established over the years, she says,
“It’s good for the soul to see what we’ve
created from raw, red clay soil.”

SOURCES Benchmark 082 650 7659
Greencube Landscapes and Gardens
083 435 3197 or greencube.co.za
Willem Avenant 072 434 2126
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The pavilion appears to float
in the meadow garden where
a variety of grasses including
tall Miscanthus gracillimus and
Stipa gigantea are offset by bold
purple poppies.
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